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space which some authorities have made. The amount of

air-space upheld by the Court of Queen’s Bench is 800 cubic
feet in the present case, and this is the space which
the Local Government Board recommend as a minimum.

Unhappily, they cannot enforce it.

A GALLANT DEED.

IT is gratifying to learn that Major-General Yeatman
Biggs has brought to the notice of the military authorities
in India the gallantry of several of the medical officers
who distinguished themselves in the action of Uhlan Pass
on Aug. 27th last. Among them Surgeon-Captain Beyts
has been signalled out for special mention, and his heroic
conduct will add still another name to the list of those who
at the call of duty have not hesitated to face almost certain
death. After attending to the wounded under a heavy fire
Surgeon-Captain Beyts, regardless of all consequences to

himself, carried the body of Lieutenant North, who had been
wounded, down a hill track too steep for a dhoolie, saving
the life of the young officer who had become faint and

powerless from loss of blood.

THE PAYMENT OF CORONERS’ JURIES.

THE debate upon this subject having its origin in the
report of the Public Control Committee of the London County
Council, to which we referred last week, was resumed on
Tuesday last. Sir Henry Poland pointed out that as it was
usual to summon twenty-three jurors, and as the payment of
only fifteen was provided for under the scheme of the com-
mittee, it would be better that the committee should take
the matter back for consideration. Mr. Cornwall coincided
in this view, on the ground that the suggested payment was
inadequate. He said that it was a curious fact that those
who could really afford to give their time were usually asked
to serve on juries to which a fee was attached, while working
men, of whom coroners’ juries were largely composed and
who should be fairly recouped for consequent loss, received
no fee. The report was withdrawn for further consideration,
but we hope that the matter will not be allowed to rest.

THE RINDERPEST.

ArABT from its economic importance, which is great,
rinderpest, the extensive epidemic amongst cattle in South
Africa, is of extreme interest to the pathologist; and at the
Cape a very determined attempt is being made to control
the spread of, and the mortality from, the disease by the
very latest methods of bacteriology. Attempts to fence off
the contagion by forming immerse 11 belts," though for a
time successful, ultimately failed to prevent the introduction
of the disease. Destroying infected animals was of no more
value, and then other methods were employed. The serum

method, the bile method, and the glycerinated bile method
have all been tried in turn. The objection to the serum
method was the large amount required to ensure per-
manent immunity. The bile treatment certainly conferred I
immunity for a time; but it was accused of conveying
the disease in some cases, and only certain biles could
be used. Dr. Edington’s glycerinated bile was intro-
duced to obviate these objections, and it was to a very
large extent successful, but the immunity conferred, though
complete while it lasts, is very short-lived. It may last

only twenty days or, as some say, two or three months,
but after the lapse of that time the animal is very liable to
be attacked if in an infected area. Other expedients are
almost daily being suggested and tried. One of the latest
methods is that advocated by Dr. Danysz and Dr. Bordet.
They consider that true permanent immunity can only result
from an attack of the disease ; they inject into the animal
some" salted" serum and then allow the beast to mingle

with infected cattle. Immediately after the injection the’
immunity is complete, but in a few days the efficacy of the
serum injection has diminished sufficiently to allow the
animal to take the disease, but the attack will be

very mild because of the remaining protective influence of
the serum. The method is ingenious and deserves thorough
trial, and we may hope that one outcome of this
severe epidemic will be that a satisfactory method will be
devised of preventing such direful results in the future. In.
the present number of THE LANCET we publish an article
from a correspondent in South Africa which gives a very
clear account of the disease and the means employed to
combat it. One other point of interest we may mention,
namely, that the flesh of oxen dead from rinderpest is said to
be perfectly harmless to human beings when taken as food,
even if not thoroughly cooked.

THE SOCIETY OF MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.

AT the meeting of the Fellows and Members of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England which will be held at the
College on Thursday afternoon, Nov. 18th, a resolution will
be proposed on behalf of the Society of Members to the effect
that the meeting repudiates the claim put forward by the
Council in their resolution of March, 1896, to represent the
Members as well as the Fellows," and again calls upon the
Council to accord the franchise to the Members. A second
resolution will ask the meeting, "in view of the widespread
public and professional evils induced by medical aid associa-
tions and other companies trading in medical attendance,"
to call upon the Council to make a clear pronouncement
for the information of Fellows and Members that the acting
as paid servant of any persons who tout and canvass for
patients or who allow the well-to-do classes to take advantage
of rates of payment arranged to meet the necessities of the
poor is disgraceful in a professional sense’ and deserving
of censure." 

___

MR. PICTON ON THE VACCINATION QUESTION.

WE have never understood Mr. Picton when writing on the
vaccination question, and he has now become more unin-
telligible than ever. Thus he wrote to the Times on Nov. 4th
to make two assertions. One is a definite declaration to the

effect that he entered on the inquiry made by the Royal
Commission on Vaccination " with a belief in Jenner’s

alleged discovery." All we have to say on this point is that
his questions at one of the first sittings of the Commission
were directed to show that because in years where there i
an increase in the number of vaccinations there is an

increase in the number of cases of small-pox (a state-

ment which requires qualification), therefore vaccination

may be assumed to cause small-pox. It does not seem
to have occurred to him that he was putting the cart before
the horse, and that, as at Gloucester, the anti-vaccinationists
get afraid of their neglect when small-pox becomes epidemic
and rush to the vaccination stations, and so increase the
number of vaccinations. Other people have been puzzled
besides ourselves by Mr. Picton’s assertion that he had
been a true believer. M.D. reminds us in the 7’Ms
of the 9th inst. that Mr. Picton wrote in 1889, the very
year when the Royal Commission was appointed, to say
that he "was rapidly approaching" the conclusion "that
vaccination is of no use." So much for his declaration of his
faith when he became a member of the Royal Commission
in 1889. His second assertion is more astounding ; it is that
"seven years’ study" on that Commission ‘&deg; at once" con-
vincedhimtbat "vaccination is absolutely futile." And yet
at the end of those seven years Mr. Picton, not content to
sign the general report, made announcements, together with
Dr. Collins, in a separate report, in exactly the opposite


